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DRNAWCACKS OF FREL LIERARIES

The Partlculir Book You Want T8 Alwnays

Out and the System of Pines Aonoylng.

Ilere is one man's experience of u
free civeulating library: *'1 pave my
reforenee and toole out my first bool.
It was good to sean the lbrary list and
voe the amonnt of literature [ could
read free. The second time 1 wrote,
according to the rule, the list of ealal-
istie fignres which index the bools, and
after nearly o half hour's delay 1 was
told that the one I wanted was ‘out.’
Then1 put doewn fresh sets of figares
and wasted mora half hours, but they
vere sall Cout,” until I finally toole in
desperation 'n boole recommended® me
by the young woman who disappenrs
for such an ape to malke the searehes.
This boolk proved so uninteresting that
I browsht it baele next doy and ngain
went throwrh the figure list business
and the half hours of waiting, until 1
wound up by repeating my previous ex-
perience and taking: a book by recom-
mendation.

“I threw it aside on reaching home
and forgot I had it until a postal warn-
ingr me of the due of one cent for every
duy over twwo weeks in which I had it
hnd now set in. I turned up with it
when cight cents were due, tool ont
auother 1 dido’t want and forgot it
nutil eleven cents were due, kept up
the business of figure lsts, waitings,
books 1 didn't call for and fines after-
ward throughout o year until 1 might
fur better have bourht straighitout the
Books 1 wanted, but never got.

“At last one time with a book in my
possession 1 left town. A slege of
postals und of visits froma mysterious-
looliing man kept my servant busy. |1
had forgotten all about the boolk, and
my friends were indignant over the
dunning of this individual. On my re-
turn to town 1 found that my rvefoer-
enee haod been ealled upon to pay for
the book which I was in the position
of having stolen from the library, and
that my reputition wus in un unpleas-
ant fix. | now pay for my books,”

TORTURING TURTLES.

How the Poor Eeptiles Are Deprived of
Thelr Shoells,

“I never see nny of the pretty arti-
cles made out of tortoise shell,” said a
citizen of Oaldand, Cal., recently,
“without thinking of the probable
torture the poor turtles had been sub-

which they set fire. The heat couses
the seales to separatd ot the joints
They then insert o large knife beneath
ther and 1ift the shell from the bagk.
Muny turtles die under the operation,
but they have been known to be
cought a sceond thne with an outer
eoating reproduced, but in sueh cases
there was only one piece, instead of
thirteen.

AUSTRALIA'S CLIMATES.

It Has m More Varlod Assortment Than
Almost Any Other Land.

What is our idew of the Anstralinn
climate? It is most probably news to
us to be told—perhaps we have never
even thought of it—that in one colony
of New South Wales, in parts, the -
habitantsexperience o winter like Can-
ada and a summer like Jamaicn, In
Kiandra, says All the Yenr Hound, o
mining town on the borderlond le-
tween New South Wales and Vietoria,
there is po communication with {he
outside world for four months in {he

| yoor except by the -use of snowshoes.

jeeted to in order 1o procure the mo- |

terial for their manufacture, The na-
tives in the West Indies lie in wait for
the turtles as they come to the shore
to deposit their eggs. then they cateh
them nnd torn them over on their
baaeles, so that they are absolutely help-
less,  The operation ef divesting these
ereatures of their shellsis eruel in the
extreme. The tortoise shell that we
vitlue is merely the scules that cover
the bony shicld of the turtle. These
gegles ave thirteen in number, and a
large turtle will farnish about eight
poundiw.  Inorder todetach this shell
from the lving animal (for they don't
want to kill them, as in that cuse they
would be exterminated in a fow years)
they fasten him down, and then put
try leaves and 2rass undor his baek. t

]

Unowshoe races are organized, and the
mail man has to use these means of lo-
comotion.

At the same time in Queensland the
sun will be pouring down in over-
powering strength, drying all before
liim and making water dearer thoen
wine, To continue the tale of this di-
versity of climate, in part of northern
Queensland the rainfall and vegetation
are not unlike those of Coylon; in the
novthern rivers of New Sonth Wales
canebrakes flourish ns moist and Iux-
uriant as in Jamaica; in the west of
the same colony o long file of camels
laden with merchandise has hecome n
common object.  And in Tasmania
Assam hybrid tea plants grow side by
side with barley, maise and potatoes.

Burplus of Lawyers,

In 1850 the proportion of lawyers ta
the male population in this country
wns one in 4 and in 1880 it was one in
308, The number of lawyers in lerid-
latores has always been prodater than
their proportion of the popolition
wouldl warrant. In Maine there ho
been on the avernge one lowyer fo
cach ten members: in Vermont on
IRhote Island, one for cach {twelve; i
Conneeticut and in New Hompihive,
one in sixteen, and in Moaswehanett
ongin nine.  Of the entive numbior of
United States sepntors  vinee |1
2,008 out of 3,123 hove boon lawyers
Of the twenty-four prosilents of the
United States nineteen have Loen law
yers,  Heventeen of tha fwoenty-Uie
vice presidents and 218 of the 252 caby
inet oflicers have been members of the
bar.
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The Vish's Power,

A fish exerts its great propulsive |
power with its tail, not its fins. Tho|
puddle wheel was made on the {in
theory of propulsion, and the screw
propeller had its origin in neting the
action of the tail. It 15 now shown|
thoet the finsof the tuil actunlly per-
{foria the evolutions deseribed by the |
propeller blades, and that the fishin |
its sinuous motion through the water |
depends on the torsionnl action of the |
tetl Lo rive it powver,

HIS FRESH OLIVZIS.

How n California Planter Amuses Mthmsell
ut the Exprose of Linocent Travelers.
Rastern visitors to California are al-

ways much interested in the olive plan-

tntions which in recent yeivs hitve bo-
corte a feature of the most coutherly
gountios of the state. The lovers of

Lhe ncenlent fruit when piclded and

bottlod for sale in the cost and north

are always anxions to tuste the olive

{vosch nnd ripe. There is o popular in-

prosaion that it 15 sweet and delicions,

but. like many other popular impres-
slons thisis e delndion and oosnnre,

A few miles south of San Diego, says
the New Yorke Herald, swhere the rail-
roadd maliesn junetion with n cmall one
trock voed leading into Mexieo, o layroe
planter hns talen advantage of this e
Insion for his own tmusoment, On the
crrival of each train from the north
dnimerons travelers dismount to await
the sterting of thoe train across Lke
Mexcican boerder.  For their benelit the
planter has noiled o box outside of his
fenee just aeross the way from the rail-
rond slaticn which he keops filled with
niee, vipeolives. A placard invites vie-
tims in these words:

25, .

FINE, FRI: Il_. !l'!l’i:'. OLIV
HELP YOURSBLF.

Of course there is o rush from the
station as soon s the hox and its con-
tents are discoverad, and swarms of in-
nocenta seize the pretty fruit and dig
their teoth into it. Then there is o
combined howl and o greeat deal of ex-
pectoration and disgust, for the delu-

ive froit are nearly as puclkery as per-
slmmons.

And the planter? Oh, he takes his
fun fram a partly hidden summer house
wwithin bis grounds, whoere he occasion-
ully seats himself to enjoy the spectu-
ele. 1t is a sure cure for the Llues, he
S0YS.

JAPAN JOTTINGS.

IloLpxe fans were invented inJdapan,
and were suggpested by the way in
which o bt cleses its wings,

Fruxar-rain fish, which are enltivated
i dapan, sell 1or one hundred dollars
apicce. Maony such fish are found in
hoe agquarivms of wealthy New York
{fumilices.

L dapun dwelling honses are made
sir-tizht at night, Tt is o violation of
the police ordinanec t5 make an open-
ingr I any part of the building that
wotthd let in o supply of fresh air.

TreTs weve reeently made on nJapan
railway to decitde as to the hauling
power of American and Dnglish loco-
motives. Tho result chowed the su-
periority of the Amuervican machines,
und hereafter they ave to o preferred,

Tie blockbinl and (e cuckoo are
the only Imown birds thot never build
nests,

THREE NUNDRED AND SIXTY monntnins
in the United States are over 10,000 fect
high,

Arrei being aholished for twonty-five
years the death penalty has Leen ve-
sumed in Switzerlond.
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